
Mortality credits 
guidelines 

Securian Financial has developed a reputation for improving underwriting 
standards through ongoing research and development. Our mortality 
credits program allows for better-than-published guidelines decisions for 
many of your clients. Please note: The guidelines and exceptions below 
assume no other exceptions are being made.

Individual Life Insurance 
Traditional underwriting

Insurance products issued by:  
Minnesota Life Insurance Company  
Securian Life Insurance Company

Tobacco guidelines
Preferred Select pricing Non-Tobacco pricing for  

all other rate classes
Tobacco pricing

Guideline

No tobacco or nicotine surrogate 
use in the past 36 months; negative 
specimen

Guideline

No tobacco or nicotine surrogate 
use in the past 12 months; 
negative specimen

Guideline

More than 24 tobacco uses per year

Positive nicotine (cotinine) marker on urine 
specimen, regardless of admitted usage

Exceptionally, will allow:

12 or fewer cumulative tobacco 
uses per year and nicotine 
(cotinine) marker on urine 
specimen is negative

Tobacco uses include cigar, pipe, 
chew, cigarette and nicotine 
surrogates

Exceptionally, will allow:

12 - 24 cumulative tobacco uses 
per year and nicotine (cotinine) 
marker on urine specimen is negative

Tobacco uses include cigar, pipe, 
chew, cigarette and nicotine 
surrogates

Family history Preferred class guidelines
Preferred Select Preferred Non-tobacco Plus

Guideline

No death of a parent or sibling before age 60 
due to coronary artery disease, cerebrovascular 
disease or cancer of breast, colon, ovary, 
pancreas, prostate, stomach, melanoma

Guideline

No death of a parent or 
sibling before age 60 due to 
coronary artery disease or 
cerebrovascular disease

Guideline

No more than one death of a 
parent or sibling before age 60 
due to coronary artery disease 
or cerebrovascular disease

Qualification

If the first-degree relative died at age 58 or 59,  
it is ok to consider for best class.

If the first-degree relative died at age 58 or 59,  
it is ok to consider for best class.

Qualification

If the first-degree relative 
died at age 58 or 59, it is ok 
to consider for best class.

Qualification

If the first-degree relative 
died at age 58 or 59, it is ok to 
consider for best class.



These materials are for informational and educational purposes 
only and are not designed, or intended, to be applicable to any 
person’s individual circumstances. It should not be considered 
investment advice, nor does it constitute a recommendation that 
anyone engage in (or refrain from) a particular course of action. 
Securian Financial Group, and its affiliates, have a financial interest 
in the sale of their products.  
Insurance products are issued by Minnesota Life Insurance 
Company in all states except New York. In New York, products 
are issued by Securian Life Insurance Company, a New York 
authorized insurer. Minnesota Life is not an authorized New York 

insurer and does not do insurance business in New York. Both 
companies are headquartered in St. Paul, MN. Product availability 
and features may vary by state. Each insurer is solely responsible 
for the financial obligations under the policies or contracts it issues.
Securian Financial is the marketing name for Securian Financial 
Group, Inc., and its affiliates. Minnesota Life Insurance Company 
and Securian Life Insurance Company are affiliates of Securian 
Financial Group, Inc.
For financial professional use only. Not for use with the public. 
This material may not be reproduced in any way where it would be 
accessible to the general public.
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Our innovative underwriting gets you to the top, 
and we’ll help keep you there
For more information about these underwriting exceptions and 
stretch guidelines, contact your Life Sales Support Team today:  
1-877-696-6654 (Securian Financial and Broker-Dealer)  
1-888-413-7860, option 1 (Independent Brokerage)

Cholesterol Preferred exceptions
Preferred Select Preferred Non-Tobacco Plus

•	Cholesterol ≤ 250 
and ratio 4.5; may 
include treatment for 
hypertension and/or 
cholesterol

Ages < 50

• �Cholesterol < 270 and ratio < 6.0 with no 
treatment for hypertension or cholesterol 

• �Cholesterol < 300 and ratio < 5.0, with no 
treatment for hypertension or cholesterol

Ages > 50

•	Cholesterol < 300 
and ratio < 6.0 with 
no treatment for 
hypertension or 
cholesterol

•	Cholesterol up to 
300 and ratio up to 
7.0 with no treatment 
for hypertension or 
cholesterol

Build stretch exceptions
Preferred Select Preferred Non-Tobacco Plus

If applicant meets all Preferred 
Select criteria except Build (and 
Build still meets the published 
Preferred limit), we will issue at 
Preferred Select.

If applicant meets all Preferred 
criteria except Build (and Build still 
meets the published Non-Tobacco 
Plus criteria), we will issue at 
Preferred rates.

If applicant meets all Non-Tobacco 
Plus criteria except Build (and measured 
Build is within 10% of the published  
Non-Tobacco Plus limit), we will issue 
at Non-Tobacco Plus rates.

Driving history exceptions
Preferred Select Preferred Non-Tobacco Plus

•	No DWI, DUI or reckless driving  
in the past 9 years and 9 months

•	No more than 2 moving violations in 
the past 4 years and 9 months

•	No DWI, DUI or reckless driving  
in the past 4 years and 9 months

•	No more than 2 moving violations in 
the past 2 years and 9 months

•	No DWI, DUI or reckless driving  
in the past 2 years and 9 months

•	No more than 2 moving violations 
in the past 1 year and 9 months
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